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Curious PARTICULARS relative to the IRISH. 


HE Irith evidently are utter ftrangers to all the various dif- 

eafes and perfonal deformities produced in other countries, 
by intenfe heat, intenfe cold, impure water, vitiated air, or ex- 
ceflive moiflure. They are {ubje&t to no endemic malady what- 
foever. And as tor epidemic complaints, generally borne from 
the continent on the wings of the eaft-wind, they feem to be 
rather lefs frequent, lefs pervafive, and lefs fatal amongft the in- 
habitants of Ireland than amongft thofe of England. Nor are 
the. former more fubje&t than their neighbours to confumptive, 
nervous, bilious or fcrofulous complaints, or obftru&tions of any 
kind; (moft of which however are as frequently the effeéts of 
intemperance, indolence, and luxury, as of climate) nor lefs 
fupplied with the means of their removal ; there being in almoft 
every county feveral mineral f{prings varying in flrength and 
{pecific virtues, and adapted to the cure of thefe and other difz 
orders. 

The natives of Ireland may certainly be faid to be long-lived, as 
the labouring country poor, who fubfift, in four or five and twenty 
counties out of thirty-two, entirely on potatoes and four milk 
or water, live, for the moft part, where f{pirituous liquors are 
not ufed to excefs, to feventy years, and work at that age, very 
many to fourfcore, and feveral to one hundred: and it is but 
teafonable to fuppofe, that if the food of this laborious clafs of 
men were more nutritive and fubftantial, they would exceed 
thofe ages. From the other claffes, whofe eafy circumftances 
may induce intemperance and indolence, no fair conclufion re- 
{pefting longevity can be deduced. We may, however, obferve, 
that thofe amongfl them who live in the country are rather longer 
lived than the clafs below them. 
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In their perfons the Irifh are particularly happy. Thofe who 
happen to be born equally above poverty and below the means 
of enervating luxury, are, generally fpeaking, as accurately 
formed for firength and agility as it is poflible for men to be, 
Indeed, in the union of thefe corporeal qualities they excel al. 
moft all other European nations. Mr. A. Young, and Dr. Adam 
Smith, feem difpofed to afcribe this advantage to their fubfifting 
on potatoes. The former gentleman fays, ‘ When I fee the 
people of a country with well-formed vigorous bodies, and their 
cottages {warming with children; when I fee the men athietic, 
and the women beautiful, I know not how to believe them fub- 
fifting on unWholefome food.” The latter [peaking of potatoes, 
fays ‘* The chairmen, porters, and coal-heavers, of London, 
and thofe unfortunate women who live by proftitution, the 
ftrongeft men and the moft beautiful women perhaps in the Bri. 
tifh dominions, are faid to be, the greateft part of them, from 
the loweft clafs of people in Ireland, who are generally fed with 
this root. No food can afford a more decifive proof of its nou- 
rifhing quality, or of its being peculiarly fuitable to the human 
conftitution.”” It is, however, well known that the natives of 
Ireland (not to depreciate that truly valuable root) were at leaf 
as robuft and aétive before as fince its cultivation in that coun. 
try. And it is a fa&t of general notoriety, that thofe among 
them who fubfift partly on flefh and partly on potatoes, difplay, 
in general, much greater bodi!y vigour and fymmetry, than thofe 
who fubfift on potatoes alone. It is, therefore, to their climate, 
not to their food, that the Irifh are indebted for their perfonal 
perfe€tions. Thus much for the three ordinary indications of a 
zood climate. 

Another proof of the mildnefs and falubrity of the climate 
of Ireland may, according to fome, be drawn from the brute 
creation. “ Horfes, cattle, and fheep,’’ as Mr. Hamilton re- 
warks, ‘© arrive in Ireland at a degree of perfeétion unattain- 
able in other countries without infinite expence and trouble.” 
‘lhe hunters, the roadfters, the maitiffs, the far-famed wolf-dogs, 
and the game-cocks, of Ireland, certainly ftand almoft unri- 
valled for the various qualities which we with to find united, or 
endeavour, by breeding, to unite in thefe animals. 

Before I difmifs the fubjett of thefe lines, I muft notice two 
facts connected therewith. One is, that owing, as is reafonable 
to fuppole, to certain peculiarities in the atmofphere of Ireland, 
no venomous animals whatfoever are generated in that country, 
tior are noxious animals of any defcription, efpecially thofe 
which injure the fruits of the earth, near fo common there as 
elfewhere. The other is, that no country in the world is more 
exempt, few, if any, fo exempt from phyfical calamities. Not 
to mention thofe which are peculiar to tropical climates and 
other diftant latitudes, the fhock of an earthquake has never yet 
been 
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been felt in Ireland : nor is lightning fo frequent or fo deftru€tive 
there, asevenin England. Many fummers pafs without a thun- 
der form; and not one thunder-ftorm in fifty proves fatal either 
to man or beaft. 

In fhort, there appear to be the moft ample grounds for af- 
firming that no known country upon the face of the earth is, 
upon the whole, better circumftanced than Ireland, for a uni- 
form enjoyment of health, vigour, and fpirits, from the cradle 
to the grave; that there is none wherein the life of man is lefs 
expofed to danger from the elements or from the brute creation ; 
and few in which life may be longer enjoyed. 


VIATOR. 





Obfervations on the Trade of the Gum of Senegal. 
(Concluded from Page 444.) 


URING the years 1785, 1786, and 1787, the quantity of 

gum annually brought to the faétories of the Defert and 
of Cok, amounted to more than eight hundred thoufand pounds 
weight. The Trarfhar Moors carried alfo every year to Porten- 
dick about four hundred thoufand for fale tothe Englifh. 

The three forefls of Sahal, Alfatack, and Elhiebar, furnifh, 
therefore, a ftated quantity of twelve hundred thoufand weight 
of gum yearly ; and, if no part of it were diflpofed of elfe- 
where, this branch of commerce alone would render our fettle- 
ments on the Senegal of great importance. 

Inthe beginning of 1784, Mr. Derepentigny caufed a foreft 
of white gum-trees, fituated fome leagues to the north of the Se- 
negal and the lake of Goumel, to be examined. This foreft 
hes nearly between the fifth and feventh degree of eaft longi- 
tude from the ifle of Ferro. It ftands, like the other three, in 
the midft of the white and quick fands of the Zaarha. 

This foreft confifts chiefly of that {pecies of white gum, 
Which the’ Moors call dad, and which belongs to one of the 
five forts of acacia gum-trees mentioned by Mr. Adanfon. 

This foreft was known to the old India company, which, with 
the view of gathering its gum, had formed a fettlement in the 
ile of Bilbas, oppofite a negro village, called Guerouf ; but it 
could not fucceed. 

The country where this foreft lies is the property of the two 
tribes of the Brachnaz and Dormanko. The company was 
obliged to make atreaty with them, in order to have the gum of 
this forefl; and another with the negroes, called Foulhas, and 
by us the Pouls, for the procuring of a free trade for pro- 
vifions, 
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Thefe treaties being concluded, a fettlement was begun, and 
a kind of fort was conftruéted for the fa€tory, to which the 
Moors brought their gum. But on their departure from the 
banks of the river, to return to their habitations, the Foulhas 
rofe upon the company’s agents, thinking them too partial to 
the Moors, and that the fa€tory of Gucrouf would be prejudicial 
tothem: Without any regard tothe treaty entered into by their 
firatick or king, with the company, the Foulhas attacked the 
fa€tory, and took it, maffacring feveral otf the people there, 
and the mafter of a veffel juft arrived with materials for build. 
ing. 

The meafure ufed in the fale and the purchafe of gum, isa 
large wooden veffel, fixed on the deck of the trading craft, and 
holding two thoufand pounds weight. The Moors call it a kantar, 
and we have adopted that name, which was givento it by the 
Saracen Moors, while they were matters of Spain, and which 
the Spaniards and the Portuguefe have naturalized in the coune 
tries fouth of the Zaarha. 

Every trading veffel has its kantar fixed onthe deck, At 
the bottom of the kantar is a fquare opening, eighteen inches 
long, and a foot in breadth: to this opening is faflened a con. 
duit, made of thick fail-cloth, and communicating with the 
hold. While the gum is meafuring, the opening at the bottom 
ot the kantar is fhut by a fliding-board ; as foon as the kantar 
is filled, the board is drawn away, and the gum falls through 
the conduit into the hold, where people are waiting to flow it. 

It will be readily perceived, that additions may have been 
gradually made to the fize of the kantar, without being difco- 
vered or gueffed by the Moors, who, though cunning and artful, 
are too ignorant to fufpeét the confequence of fome few inches 
more in the depth or diameter of this meafure. They have been 
of courfe over-reached by our traders, who know perfeétly well 
how to make the moft of the lefs or larger dimenfions of the 
veffels ufed for fale or purchafe. 

Thofe who bought their gum from the Moors of the Zaarha 
have fucceflively made ufe of thefe frauds, in order to procure, 
at the fame price, a greater quantity of merchandize. Thus the 
kantar is become, by degrees, fo advantageous a meafure to the 
European traders, that it holds at prefent almoft four times its 
former quantity : from little more than five hundred pounds, 
which were its contents in the India company’s time, fixty years 
ago, they have now rifen to no lefs than two thoufand. 

The gum is paid for to the Moors with pieces of cotton blue 
cloth, dyed in indigo and manufaétured in India. In the trade 
carried on in the weftern parts of Africa, they are known by 
the name of guinea-pieces. They are feven or eight ells long, 
and half an ell broad. They are the chief article in all bars 
gains, and the Moors admit of no other in the gum-trade. 
They 
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They have tried in France to counterfeit them, but in vain. 
The Moors were not to be deceived : they difcovered merely by 
the touch, whether they had been manufaétured in France or In- 
dia. Nor was it evento their feel or colour to whichthey wholly 
trufted; they afcertained them chiefly by the {mell. Thofe. 
Indian fabrications, and the indigo with which they are dyed, 
have certainly a peculiar fcent, which the French manufaéturers 
have not yet been able to imitate. 

The real guinea-pieces from India continue invariably in the 
higheft requeft. Nothing can rival, much lefs put an end to, 
the preference given to them. 

From’1780 to 1787, the Moors have conftantly fold a kantar 
of gum of two thoufand pounds weight, for fifteen pieces of 
this guinea-cloth. No more was ever paid by the gum com- 
pany, eftablifhed in Senegal in 1784, which purchafed at this 
price yearly four hundred kantars, valued at eight hundred 
thoufand weight. 

In 1784, when Meffrs. Derepentigny and Durand projefted 
an augmentation of the gum-trade, the Moors, Brachnaz and. 
Dormankos Moors made an offer to deliver two hundred kantars 
at Guarouf, in theifle of Bilbas, and as many at Galam, making 
altogether eight hundred thoufand weight, for only ten guinea- 
pieces the kantar. 

Let us now review what may be the tatal produce of the 
gum-trade, and the benefit refulting from it to our commerce. 

It appears, that the three forefts of Sahal, Alfatack, and 
Elhiebar, yielded twelve hundred thoufand weight of gum, 
which fold at the rate of fifteen pieces of guinea-cloth for the 
kantar; and that the Moors have offered to fell eight hundred 
thoufand weight additional from the forefts of Guerouf and 
Galam, for only ten pieces the kantar: but fuppofing, that, on 
account of the tranfporting the gum from thefe two forefts, and of 
the prefents to the Brachnaz and Dormonkos, to induce them 
to bring it to the fort of Podhor, this gum fhould alfo coft fifteen 
guinea-pieces the kantar, the two millions weight of gum, pro- 
duced by the five forefts, would then be fold for fifteen thoufand 
guinea-pieces. 

The value of thefe pieces has greatly varied. During the 
wat for the independence of North America, they coft fifty 
livres the piece ; they had varied antecedently from nineteen to 
twenty livres French money: in 1787, their mean value was 
twenty-five livres; and we have reafon to believe, that fuch 
a prefent is their mean price. We may confequently fix the 
mean price of the kantar now purchafed in the river Senegal, 
a 375 livres. This brings the pound of gum to three fous, ten 
deniers nearly ; but we may reckon that it never will exceed 
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During the latter twenty years of the laft century, the gum 
of Senegal fold in Europe at from thirty and forty fous to three 
livres the pound: this warrants us to believe, that its mean price 
might be two livres, four fous. It were to be wifhed that mer. 
chants could be prevailed upon to fell it for thirty-five fous the 
pound. This being a moderate price would encourage all the 
manufaétures requiring gum: feveral tradefmen, hatters for ine 
fiance, who have endeavoured to fubflitute other-.gums in the 
ftead of Senegal, cheaper indeed, but lefs gummy, would na. 
turally return to that of Senegal, were it to become more com. 
mon, and fold at a reafonable price. At thirty-five fous the 
pound, the two millions that might be furnithed from the Sene. 
gal would forma branchof commerce, which would produce three 
millions five hundred thoufand livres, and the profits of which 
would be very confiderable, feeing the {mall price required in 
Africa for its materials. Were it evento rife fome deniers fill, 
after dedu€ting the expences attending the trade up the river, 
and the procuring the commodity, the charges of veflels lying 
at Fort St. Louis, and the cofls of their fitting out and freight, 
with all other expenditures, even then an immenfe benefit 
would arife from the profecution of this commerce. 

While our agents at the Senegal are on good terms with the 
Moors of the Zaarha, and with the heads of the black tribes 
dwelling on the fouth of that river, while they a& with a well- 
concerted policy, our faftories will be fupplied with plenty ot 
gum, and that trade will be carried on with the greateft facility. 
It is certainly fo advantageous, that it fully claims the attention 
of government. 

Immenfe is the quantity of gum produced in the countries in 
the proximity of the ifle of St. Louis, on the Senegal, and of 
the banks of that river. . The five Jarge forefts of Sahal, Alfa- 
tack, Elhiebar, Guarouf, and Galam, have already been men- 
tioned: but, befide thefe forcfts, prodigious numbers of gum- 
trees are found on the banks of this river, and in its {lands {cate 
tered every where, and of which it were eafy to induce the ne- 
groes to gather the gum: one or two hundred thoufand weight 
might be colle&ed in this manner. 

In order to forward the gum-trade, and to preferve a good in- 
telligence with the Moors who fell it, and induce them to bring 
the whole of it to our faétories on the Senegal, government ufed 
to make annual prefents, not only to the Moorifh kings, but alfo 
to the chiefs and principal perfons, and to the king’s inter- 
preters and wives. As thefe prefents were yearly repeated, 
they obtained the name of cuftoms. They were firft brought 
into ufe by the old India company, for the purpofes above {pe- 
cified. 

When the Englifh came to the poffeffion of the Senegal, in 
confequence of the events of the feven years war, they fol« 
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lowed the precedents eftablifhed in the making of alliances with 
the princes of the country, as well as with the Moorith chicts. 
Asin the government of their various fett!ements, every thing 
is judicioully concerted, and conducted with order and method ; 
ineach of their fa€tories on the Senegal, and on the Gambia, a 
manufcript regifter was kept, yontaining a circumftantial detail 
of the motives for paying, as well asa liftof the cuitoms annu- 
ally paid to the chiefs of thefe African tribes, of the times ap- 
pointed for their delivery, of obfervations relating to the re. 
fpeftive importance of thefe chiefs and nations, of inftruétions 
to be followed in the diftribution of thefe cultoms, and of polie 
tical confiderations on the trade of this part of Africa. 

This regifter was fent by the Englith miniftry to the governor 
of Senegal, with orders to a€t conformably to it. Another re. 
gifter of the fame kind was alfo fent to the governor of Fort 
James in the river Gambia. The latter, though having a fepa- 
rate government, was, however, to concert meafures in confore 
mity with thofe.adopted at Senegal, both places being under one 
governing direftion, called the general government of Sene. 
gambia. 


An American’s Defcription of the Celebration of the Harveft 
Feat at Bourdeaux, with an Account of the Marriaze Cz 
/ H : 3 Z ’ pe o 
remontes ufed in France. 


BourDEAUX, June 23, 1793, 


This day witneffed one of their public fetés, called the féte of 

agriculture, which is celebrated on this day, as being the fr® 
of their month of Meflidor, or the harveft month. The name 
of Meflidor applied to this month fhews that the ufual harveft 
month of France is from the 23d of June to the 23d of July, 
which is earlier, I believe, by a full month than the harvelt ia 
England. 

This féte confited of municipal officers, adorned with tri- 
coloured {carfs, marching in a proceflion, in the centre of whic! 
was a chariot drawn by oxen. In this chariot, which was co- 
vered and decorated with green boughs, twifted together to form 
athade, were feated four old farmers, having ears of corn in 
their hats. This proceflion was attended by the military of 
Bourdeaux (of which there are not more than five hundred in 
this large city). 

When the proceffion ftopped in the public gardens, the mili- 
tary paraded round the chariot, and the band played the different 
tepublican airs. ‘Ihe lower orders of the people are mightily 
pleafed with thefe proceflions and fies, while the higher orders 
feem to defpife them as mountebank mummery, aud the foppery 
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of republicanifm. The government, however, confiders thefe 
inftitutions in the moft ferious light ; they hope from them to at. 
tach the paflions and pleafures of the people to the republican 
caufe and to republican ideas. With this view, they give them 
many republican holidays, fet off with republican pomp and se- 
publican mufic. 

Thefe kind of holidays have, I believe, never been introduced 
before in any country. I remember nothing like them in ancient 
or modern hiftory ; if we except the annual rejoicings of the 
Egyptians on the retiring of the waters of the Nile, and the an- 
nual cuftom of the emperor of China holding the plough, as an 
example to his fubjeéts, and as a mark of refpeét to the firft of 
arts. It appears to me, that the idea of thefe national holidays 
was firft fuggefled to the French philofophers and literati by 
Marmontel, in his hiftorical romance called the Incas of Peru. 
The Peruvians are there reprefented as having annual feafts of 
the fun; fétes for youth, for marriage, and for old age. The 
direGory have inflituted annual fétes for youth, and fétes for old 
age ; and as for marriage, having feen their republican mar- 
riages, I think the fubjeét too important to pafs it over withouta 
particular defcription. 

I was in the cathedral laft decade (which is the republican fab- 
bath), and faw ten or twelve couple married. A part of the 
church was inclofed for the purpofe, with feats at each fide, and 
an altar at the extremity, to which one muft afcend by fleps. 
Upon the altar lay a bafket of flowers, moft of them the common 
flowers of the fields ; at one fide fat the brides and their female 
friends, all in white, with garlands of white flowers (natural or 
artificial) on their heads, the fame in their bofoms ; at the other 
fide fat the bridegrooms and the male friends. The inclofure was 
taken up exclufively by the partics to be married and their 
friends ; but, fromthe outfide of the inclofure, I faw diftinély 
what pafled within. After the company had been fome time 
feated, the noife of the fife and drum at the church-door, and 
the difplay of military flandards, announced the arrival of the 
municipal officers. Their appearance was not much {uperiorto 
that of conftables of the watch in England: they were diftin- 
guifhed by tri-coloured fearfs, and wore their hats on during the 
ceremony, which is confidered by the law as a mere civil con- 
traét. 

Every couple knew the order that they were to go up in to 
thealtar. At the fignal, which is given by the roll of a drum, 
the firft couple, with two or three friends on either fide, whoat- 
tended as witneffes, went up to the altar, and figned the marriage 
contraét ; they then defcended, and figned their names in two 
more books or regifters, which lay upon a table in the centre of 
the inclofure. ‘ 
9 They 
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‘ They then falute the municipal officer ; and a fhort republican 
hymn, appropriate to the occafion, is fung. That couple then 
retires from the church with their friends, and another roll of 
the drum gives the fignal to the fecond couple to come forward, 
and go through the fame ceremonies. With fuch a difplay of 
military ftandards and military mulic, you would almoft fuppofe, 
that the government meant to confider marriage as a military in- 
ftitation ; but the real caufe is, that, of all fhews, a military fhew 
is the leaflt expenfive, and government wifhesto have as much 
thew as poflible at a {mall coft. Before the ceremony had begun, 
] particularly noticed among the females who were within the 
inclofure, one of about nineteen years of age, who peculiarly 
attracted my attention by the fuperior finenefs of her form and 
eyes, and the great degree of fenfibility and foul which marked 
her countenance, which was noble and interefting in the ex- 
treme. 

She was, of all the females within the inclofure, the moft 
carelefsly drefled, not having even the ufual ornaments of 
flowers in her hair. She was fo remarkably unadorned (except 
by nature), that I rather wondered at her coming to this feaft 
without a wedding-garment. For aconfiderable time the feemed 
ealy and carelels, but aroll of the drum (awful to her as the laf 
trumpet) feemed to harrow up her whole foul; fhe ftood up, 
burft into tears, and dropped down again upon her feat. It was 
with the utmoft difficulty that fhe could be fupported to the 
altar, where fhe ftood drowned in tears, and hardly knowing 
where fhe was, or what was pafling. Fromthe men’s fide of 
the inclofure there hobbled out an old fourniffeur, or contractor, 
of the army of Italy, who was to be her fpoufe. Then what 
there was before of myflery in her deep affli€tion became appa- 
rent; then one could trace her forrow to its fecret fource, where 
itlay concealed among the warm wifhes and natural defires of a 
young heart, formed for enjoying and communicating perfeét 
happinefs. ‘ 

She went tothe church, and was facrificed at the altar, in obe- 
dience to the advice of friends (which has more weight with 
girls here than in England) ; but, when arrived at the altar, fhe 
could no longer govern her affliétion, or reftrain her tears. I have 
feen different executions, and have, in different countries, 
witnefled very barbarous military punifhments, but never did 
Ifee any thing more affeéling than this human facrifice of a 
forced marriage. 

The old fourniffeur was fo ftupid as to appear quite infenfible 
of the great averfion of his young bride, and to confider her 
tears and agony as the mere common effeéts of youthful bath. 
fulnefs and maiden modefty. In France, the unmarried girls 
have ufually not fo much liberty as in England, while the mar. 
ted women take more ; this makes young girls more impatient 

Vol. 41. 4B io 
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to be married ; and, when marriages are made without much 
previous acquaintance, and without mutual affeétion, in a country 
where gallantry is fomewhat the fafhion, hufbands muit be pre. 
pared for the confequences. This, I believe, is a principal 
caufe which gives the French women the reputation of being ra. 
ther loofe in refpeé& to the point of female honour. I am con. 
vinced, that whenthey are united to a man from choice and their 
own inclination, they are as affe€tionate and agreeable compa- 
nions as any in the world, as conftant, and as much attached, as 
ready to fhare his fortunes, and to make any facrifices or exertions 
for his intereft. There are many perfons here, who are not con- 
tent with a republican marriage, but get themlelves alfo privately 
married by.a prieft, according to the forms of the catholic re. 
ligion. This not only fatisfies every confcientious fcruple, but 
makes the marriage binding in cafe of a counter-revolution, 
which isa cafe, as they confider, by no means impoflible. 

The people here are, at prefent, very much divided between 
decade and Sunday : government will not allow the fhops to be 
fhut on Sundays, as they confider that a dire&t oppofition to the 
republican calendar, which will not admit of the Chriftian era. 
The people, on the other hand, will not fhut their fhops on de- 
cades, or voluntarily acquiefce in the new calendar. The con- 
fequence of this oppofition is, that the Bourdeaux fhopkeeper 
keeps noholiday, orday of reft, anddrudges the whole year round. 








ANECDOTE of the ICHNEUMON. 


Had (fays M. D’Obfonville, in his Efflays on the Nature of 
various foreign Animals) an ichneumon very young, which 
I brought up: I fed it at fir with milk, and afterward with 
baked meat, mixed with rice. It foon became even tamer thana 
cat, for it came whien called, and followed me, though at liberty, 
into the country. One day I brought to him a {mall water-fer- 
peng alive, being defirous to know how far his inftinét would 
carry him againft a being with which be was hitherto totally un- 
acquainted. His firft emotion feemed to be altonifhment mixed 
with anger, for his hair became ercét ; but, in an inftant after, he 
flipped behind the reptile, and with a remarkable fwiftnefs and 
agility leaped upon its head, feized it, and crufhed it between 
his tecth. This effay, and new aliment, feemed to have awakened 
in him his innate and deftruétive voracity, which, till then, had 
given way to the gentlenefs he had acquired from his education. 
I had about my houfe feveral curious kinds of fowls, among 
which he had been brought up, and which, till then, he had fuf- 
fered to go and come un:noleited and unregarded; but, a few 
days after, when he found himfe!lf alone, he {trangled them every 
one, ate a little, and, as appeared. had drank the blood of two. 
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EPITAPH on Miss SARAH BRISTOWE. 


On Wednefday the 18th of May, 1803, 
Died, at Poote, in the nineteenth year of her age, 
MISS SARAH BRISTOWE, 


Eldeft daughter of Mr. James Bristowe, of that place. 


A pulmonary complaint, 
fuftained with fortitude and equanimity, 
brought her gradually down 
to the houfe appointed for all the living. 


She united 
to manners the moft engaging, 
a difpofition truly amiable ; 
and 
to a lovely perfon, 
mental endowments of a fuperior order. 


Senfibility of heart, 
intrepidity of mind, 
and an ardent attachment to the caufe 
of truth and virtue, 
were diftinguifhing traits in her character, 


Endeared 
to her family and friends, in an uncommon degree, 
great and irreparable is the lofs, 
deep and lafting will be the regret, 
which her death has occafioned. 


This fincere, bu: inadequate tribute of refpeé, 
to her affectionate and virtuous memory, 
is infcribed by 
A FRIEND. 


PDP DAL LDL 
«* Columns and labour’d urns but vainly fhew 
** Anidle fcene of decorated woe ; 
* The fweet companion, and the friend fincere, 
“« Need no mechanic help te force the tear. 
‘*« In heartfelt numbers never meant to thine, 
*¢ Twill flow eternal o’era hearfe like thine ; 
* *T will flow whilit gentle goodnefs has one friend, 
** Orkindred tempers have a tear to lend.” 


4Be2 STORY 
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STORY of DICK th NEGRO. 


[From Davis’s Travels through the United States of America.] 


Was born at a plantation on the Rappahannoc river. It was 
the pulling of corn time, when ’Squire Mufgrove was go. 
vernor of Virginia. I have no mixed blood in my veins; I 
am no half and half breed, no chefnut-forrel of a mulatto; but 


my father and mother both came over from Guinea. 

When I was old enough to work, I was put to look after the 
horfes; and, when a boy, I would not have turned my back 
againft the beft negur at catching or backing the moft vicious 
beaft that ever grazed in a paiture. 

Squire Southerland had a fon who rode every fall to look at 
a plantation on James-river, which was under the care of an 
overfeer. Young mafter could not go without fomebody on 
another horfe to carry his faddle-bags, and I was made his 
groom. 

This young chap was a trimmer. The firft thing he did on 
getting out of bed was to call for a juley ;* and I honeflly date 
my own love of whifkey from mixing and tafting my young 
matfter’s juleys. But this was not al! : he was always upon the 
{cent after game, and mighty jfictous when he got among the ne. 
gur wenches, He ufed to fay that a likely negur wench was fit 
to be a queen; and I forget how many queens he had among 
the girls on the two plantations. 

My young mafter was a mighty one for mufic, and he made 
me learn to play the banger.t I foon could tune it fweeily ; 
and of a moonlight night he would fet me to play, and the 
wenches to dance. My young mafter could fhake a defperate 
foot at the fiddle; there was nobody that could face him ata 
Congo minuet; but Pat Hickory could tire him at a Virginia 
jig. 

The young "fquire did not live long. He was for a {hort 
life anda merry one. He was killed by a drunken man who 
found him over-ficious with his wife. The negur man was 
hanged alive upon a gibbet. It was the middle of fummer; 
the fun was full upon him; the negur lolled out his tongue, his 
eyes feemed flarting from their fockets, and for three long days 
his only cry was “ water! water! water!” 

The old gentleman took on to grieve mightily at the death of 
his fon; he wifhed that he had fent him to Britain for his edu- 
cation; but after-wit is of no ufe; and he followed his fon to 

that place where mafter and man, planter and flave muft all a 
laft lie down together. 
The 


* Adram of fpirituous liquor that has mint ftceped in it, taken 
by Virginians of a morning. 
t A kind of rude guittar, 
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The plantation and negurs now fell to the lot of a fecond fon, 
who had gone to Edinburgh to learn the trade of a doétor. He 
was not like “Squire Tommy; he feemed to be carved out of 
diferent wood. The firft thing he did on his return from Bri- 
tain, was to free all the old negur people on the plantation, and 
fettle each on a patch of land. He tended the fick himfelf, 
gave them medicine, healed their wounds, and encouraged 
every man, woman, and child, to go to a meeting-houfe that 
every Sunday was opened between our plantation and Frede- 
rickiburgh. Every thing took a change. The young wenches, 
who in Mafter Tommy’s time ufed to put on their drops and 
their bracelets, and ogle their eves, now Jooked down like mo- 
deft young women, and carried their gewgaws in their pockets 
tillthey got clear out of the woods. He encouraged matri- 
mony on the plantation by {fettling each couple in a log-houfe 
on a wholefome patch of land; hired a {choolmafter to teach 
the children, and to every one that could fay his letters gave a 
tellament with cuts. ‘This made me bold to marry, and I looked 
out fharp for a wife. I made my court toa wholefome girl, 
who had never bored her ears, and went conftantly to meeting. 

She was daughter to old Solomon the carter, and by moone 
light Iufed to play my banger under her window, and fing a 
Guinea love-fong that my mother had taught me. But I found 
there was another belides myfelf whofe mouth watered after the 
fruit. Cuffey, one of the crop hands, came one night upon the 
fame errand. I am but a Jutle man, and Cufley was above my 
pitch, for he was fix feet two inches high, with a chew of to- 
bacco clapped above that. But I was not to be {cared becaufe 
he was a big man and [a little one; I carried a good heart, and 
a good heart is every thing in love. 

“ Cuffey (fays 1) what part of the play is you a&ting? 
Does you come after Sall ?”—** May be (fays he) I does.”— 
“ Then (fays I) here’s have at you, boy, and I reckoned to fix 
him by getting the finger of one hand into his ear, and the knuc- 
kles of the other into his eye.* But the whore-fon was too 
flrong for me, and after knocking me down upon the grafs, he 
began to /lomp upon me, and ax me if I had yet got enough. 
But Dick was not to be feared ; and getting his great toe into 
my mouth, I bit it off, and fwallowed it. Cuffey now let go his 
hold, and it was my turn to ax Cuffey if he had got enough, 
Cuffey told me he had, and I walked away to the quarter.t 

My mafter the next day heard of my battle with Cuffey. 
He faid that I ought to live among paznéers (panthers). and 
wolves, and fold me to a Georgia man for 200 dollars. My new 

matter was the Devil: he made me travel with him hand-cuffed 
to 


* This is what is called gouging. 
t+ The place of abode for the negroes. 
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to Savannah; where he difpofed of me to a tavern-keeper for 
300 dollars. 

I was the only man-fervant in the tavern, and I did the work 
of half a dozen. Iwent to bed at midnight, and was up an 
hour before fun. I looked after the horfes, waited at table, and 
worked like a new negur. But I got plenty of fpirits, and that 
I believe helped me. 

The war now broke out, and in one fingle year I chapged 
mailers a dozentimes. But I knowed I had to work, and one 
man to me was juft as good as another. When the war ended, 
I was flave to Squire Fielding at Annapolis, in Maryland. I 
was grown quite fleady, and I married a houfe-fervant, who 
brought me a child every year. I have altogether had three 
wives, and am the father of twelve children, begot in lawful 
wedlock. 

My wife dying of a flux, I was left to the management of my 
children ; but my mafter foon faved me that trouble, for dire@ly 
they were ftrong enough to handle a hoe, he fold the boys to 
Mr. Randolph of Fairfax, and the girls to "Squire Barclay of 
Port Tobacco. It was a hard trial to part with my little ones, 
for I loved them like a father ; but there was no help for it, and 
it was the cafe of thoufands befides my felf. 

When a man has been ufed to a wife, he finds it mighty lone- 
fome to be without one: fo I married a young girl who lived 
houfe-fervant to a tavern-keeper'at Elk Ride Landing. It isa 
good 25 miles from Annapolis to the landing-place ; but a ne- 
gur never tire when he goto fee his fweetheart, and after work 
on Saturday night I would ftart for Elk Ride, and get to my 
wife before the {upper was put away.—Dinah was a dead hand 
at making of mufh,* but fhe could not love it better than I. 
* Dinah (fays I to her one night) if you was a queen, what 
would you have for fupper ?”—** Why milk and muth, Dick,” 
fays fhe.—‘* Concern it Dinah (fays I), why if you was to eat 
all the good things, what would there be left for me ?” 

I did not keep to my fecond wife long, fhe was a giddy young 
goofe, fond of drefs, and on a Sunday put on fuch fharp-toed 
thoes, that the points of them would have knocked out a mol- 
quito’s eye. 

I not long after detef&ted her keeping company with another 
man, and I difcarded her. This made me with that my firft 
wife had not got her mouth full of yellow clay. Half a mile 
from Annapolis, by the road fide, is a grave yard. It was here 
my poor wife was buried. I had often heard tell of ghofts, and I 
wanted to fee if there wasany truth in it. I flole foftly tothe hedge 
that fkirted the road. Hoga, fays I, does you reft quiet ? Hoga, 
does you reft quict? Say, Hoga, and quiet old Dick !—% had 

6 hardly 


* Food refembling hafty-pudding. 
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hardly faid the words when the leaves began to fir. I trem. 
bled as though I had an ague. Hoga, (fays I) don’t fcare 
me, But in lefs thana minute I faw a black head look over 
the hedge, witha pair of goggie eyes that flamed worfe than the 
branches of a pine-tree on fire, Faith, fays I, that can’t be 
Hoga’s head, for Hoga hadittle pee pec eyes. I took to my 
heels and run for it. The ghoit followed quick. As luck 
would have it there was a gate acrofs the road. I jumped the 
gate, and crawled into alhedge. The ghoft did not follow—ihe 
sate had ftopped him. But I heard him bellow mightily, and 
when I peeped over the hedge, I faw it was Squire Hamihon’s 
black bull. 

My matter at Annapolis being made a bankrupt, there was an 
execution lodged againft his negurs. I was fent to Alexander,+ 
and knocked down at vendue to old "Squire Kegworth. I was 
put to work atthe hoe; I was up an hour before fun, and worked 
naked till after dark. I had no food but homony, and for fifteen 
months did not put a morfel of any meat in my mouth but the 
fleth of a poffum or a raccoon that I killed in the woods. This 
was rather hard for an old man, but I knowed there was no help 
for it. 

‘Squire Kegworth was a wicked one; he beat mafler Tommy. 
He would talk of fetting us free ; you are not, he would fay, 
laves for life, but only for ninety-nine years. ‘The Squire was 
never married ; but an old negur-woman kept houfe, who go. 
verned both him and the plantation. 

Hard work would not have hurt me, but I could never get 
any liquor. This was defperate, and my only comfort was the 
fump of an old pipe that belonged to my firft wife. This was a 
poor comfort without a little drap of whifkey now and dan; and 
I was laying a plan to run away, and travel through the wilder. 
nefs of Kentucky, when the old Squire died. 

Iwas now once more put up at vendue, and as good luck 
would have it, I was bid for by "Squire Ball. Nobody would 
bid againft him becaufe my head was grey, my back covered 
with ftripes, and I was lame of the left lez by the malice of an 
overfeer, who ftuck a pitchfork intomy ham. But ‘Squire Bait 
know’d I was truity ; and though fe!f-praife is no praife, he has 
hot anegur on the plantation that wifhes bim better than I, or a 


young man that would work for him with a more willing heart. 

There is few matters like the "Squire. He has allowed me ia 
build a log-houfe, and take ina patch of land, where I raife 
corn and water melons.* I keep chickens and ducks, turkers 


ail 


ie tl ee 
+ /\iexandria. 


* Dick’s log-hut was not unpleafintly fitaated. He had built it 
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and geefe, and his lady always gives me the price of the Alex. 
ander market for my ftock. 

But what’s better than all, mafter never refufes me a dram, and 
with the help of whifkey I don’t doubt but I fhall ferve him 
thefe fifteen years to come. Some of his negurs impofe on him; 
there’s Hinton, a mulatto rafcal, that will run him in debt ; and 
there’s Let, one of the houfe-girls, who will fuck the eggs, and 
{wear it was ablack fnake. But I never wronged matter of a 
centt, and I dothe work of Hinton, of Henry, and Jack without 
ever grumbling. I look after the cows, dig in the garden, beat 
out the flax, curry-comb the riding nag, cart all the wood, totet 
the wheat tothe mill, and bring all the logs to the {chool. 
houfe. 


awning of boughs. It was in Mr. Ball’s peach-orchard. A cock 
that never ftrayed from his cabin ferved him inftead of a time- 
keeper; anda dog that lay always before his door was an equivalent 
fora lock. Withhiscock and his dog, Dick lived in the greateft 
harmony ; and notwithftanding the pretenfion of a white man to fu- 
periority over a black one, neither the cock nor the dog would 
acknowledge any other mafter but Dick. 


¢ The hundredth part of a dollar. 


t Tote is the American word for to carry. 
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Particulars of the Hofiery Manufattory of Lyons. 


HEN M. Deverninac was appointed prefect of the de. 
partment of the Rhone, his firft care was to draw upa 
ftatement of the commerce, fabrications, and handicraft bufinefs 
of Lyons, compared with what they were betore the dilafters 
that befel that city, formerly fo flourifhing. 

In the enumeration of the articles that formed this ftatement, 
the hofiery manufatture was forgotten. But, before taking 
charge’ of the employment which he now fills, M. Verninac 
tran{mitted to the minifter of the interior, an account of that 
manufaéture, which has been publifhed in the ftatiflical col- 
leétion of M. De Callois. 

The hofiery-manufattory of Lyons may be reputed to hold 
the fecond rank in the lift of its fabrications, whether we con- 
fider the number of hands it employs, or the fums of money 
which it brings into France. This manutacture boalts the ex- 
cinfive employment of materials entirely of national growth. 
The filks it ufes, the frames and uienfils it works with, and 
which are perfeétly adapted to their purpofes, the individuals to 
whom it gives occupation, all belong to France and to French 
induftry. 
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There were at Lyons, in 1789, 2500 looms aftually at work : 
they employed 800 mafters, and 4200 journeymen of all deno- 
minations, {uch as {miths, needle-makers, dyers, binders, «m- 
broiderers, and others. Every loom yielded, upon an average, 
yearly 390 pairs of flockings, at feven livres, mean price, the 
pair, amounting altogether to about 6,000,000 of livres. The 
half of this fabrication was exported. 

The conflagrations during the fiege of the city deftroyed four 
hundred of thefe looms. They have fince been replaced: and 
itis computed, that there are now as many as in 1789; but there 
are only 1800 in aétual employment: workmen are wanting; 
and befides, the foreign con{umption is diminifhed by one half ; 
and the ufe of boots, now generally worn, has leffened the 
home trade. Induftry, however, has opened a new channel: 
open-work tiffues are now wrought in imitation of lace, and 
which, either plain or embroidered, are made into veils, fhawls, 
and drefles, of which a confiderab!e quantity is exported. 

The hofiery manufaéture requires, like all others, regulations 
of police to eftablifh the refpeétive duties of the various indivi- 
duals it employs, and to procure to the mafter-tradefmen fufhi. 
cient fecurity for the fafety and proper employment of the ma. 
terials ufed in the bufinefs. 

Confident of its fuperiority to foreign fabrications in this line, 
that of Lyons folicits no other proteétion from government than 
to ftipulate, in its treaties with foreign powers, for its admiffion 
abroad upon a fair equality of the duties of entry. 

This manufaéture, as well as every other of the filken branch, 
claims from government, the proteétion, care, and encourage. 
ment of mulberry-trees, and that it would attend to the neceflity 
of replacing the great number of thofe precious trees that were 
torn up during the florms of the revolution. 

The French hofiery-manufaéture did not begin to flourifh till 
the miniftry of Colbert, to whom the nationa} indufiry is fo 
highly indebted. Under his au{pices, the mechanifm of arts 
arived to great perfection. ‘Time and labour were economized, 
ad French produétions acquired a noted fuperiority over 
others. 

An edit took place in the reign-of Louis XV. which, by 
permitting the exportation of looms, was greatly prejudicial to 
this manufaétory. It was repealed, indeed, onthe canfequences 
being heavily felt; but Spain, Portugal, Rufhia, Germany, and 
Pruffia, had already made confiderable importations : they had 
procured feven or 800 looms from Lyons alone. Not fatisfied 
with thefe, they enticed away the fmiths, the dyers, and other 
workmen, which proved a fill heavier lofs. It was only by 
means of the great improvements in the mechanical procefs of 
this manufa€ture, that it was able at laft to repair the damage 
done to it by the edit of Louis XV. ; 
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He” pleafant is the hermit’s life, 
Free trom vexation, care, and {trife, 
He {pends his happy days; 
No thoughts of wealth his cares employ, 
Nor frolic mirth, nor feftive joy, 
His nobler paffions pleafe. 


His rufhy couch, and frugal food, 

Tho’ born to every eafe and good, 
Supply his little need; 

He fees the toiling, bufy world, 

Drive on with every {ail unfurl’d, 
And urge their ting f{peed. 


Wealth is the goal they have in view, 
With all its toils and hazards too, 
They chafe the glitt’ring ill; 
The obje& gain’d, all is not right, 
For foon it palls upon the fight, 
And triumphs o’er the will. 


Give me the hermit’s life I cry, 
Let every worldly pleafure fly, 
With joy I feorn the whole ; 
Money’s a glitt’ring fhow at beft, 
Ill fit to give the bofom reft, 
Or fill the immortal foul. 


In peace I’d view creation round, 
Examine nature, fenfe, and found, 
With all below the ky; 
Or fludy yon eternal fphere, 
“<a I’m call’d without a fear 
"Il lay me down and die. 
, PHAON. 
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Verfes, lately recited by a Pupil of the Rev. Mr. Evans, of Plymouth-Ducks 
before a numerous and polite Affembly. 


f he world, as Shakefpeare fings, is all a flage, 
_Where men and women aét from youth to age. . 
While princes, lords, and ladies play their part, 
Why fhould not children alfo learn the art? 

The noble art I mean of growing wile, 

Improving daily, as we grow in fize: 

So thall we follow nature’s perfeét plan, 

And rife in favour both with God and man, 

The acorn fprings aloft by flow degrees, 

And towers an oak, the monarch of the trees, 
[hat bears as from our ports the merchant’s flores, 
Or Britaia’s thunder to remoteft thores ? 


$ A {chool 
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A {chool another Babel isin found, 
Where fundry modes and parts of {peech are found. 
Such divers languages employ the tongue, 
Like chimes or changes regularly rung; 
Yet learned fages urge, with eloquence, 
That fyllables are vehicles of fenfe. 
Firft clear away the hulk, the hell and rind, 
The kernel then of flavour fweet we find; 
Greece, Rome, and England yield their choiceft fruits, 
And hungry here we dig tor Hebrew roots. 


At fchool our pliant fingers drive the quill, 
Or count our numbers with progreffive {kill ; 
We trace the fhip that rides the foaming main, 
Or inthe charts furvey Britannia’s reign. 

Like cherubs we look round this earthly ball, 
Self pois’d in air, and never doom’d to fall: 
Or view the fun his wheeling planets roll, 

The moon’s refplendent globe, and ftarry pole. 


But fince the {pecimens difplayed to-night, 
Spare me the tatk our procefs to recite : 

Accept our thanks for that indulgent ear 

With which you deign thefe {pecimens to hear ; 
Proofs of the warm defire, I truft, we feel 

To pleafe judicious friends, and {hew the zeal 
Of faithful teachers, who, with tender care, 
Dire& our ftudies, and our minds prepare 

To aft our part on life’s eventful {cene, 

With heart uudaunted, and with brow ference. 


In life’s decline, reliev’d of all alarms, 
Parents will clafp their offspring in their arms ; 
And whilft they firain them to their ardent breaft, 
Exclaim, ‘* In thee, my child, my foul is bleft!” 
Thus, if you fearch thro’ nature’s wide domains, 
You’ll fiad this love, or blifs parental, reigns. 
The vagrant birds that haunt the woods or deep, 
Inceffant vigils o’er their offspring keep : 
Train them to {wim or dive; to pounce or fly ; 
The lurking fnare elude, their food defery ; 
And when their feafon on this coaft is o’er, 
To ply their pinions for fome foreign fhore ; 
Both young and old in daring flocks unite, 
And wing for diftant realms their airy flight. 


Thus, when our earthly difcipline is pat, 
We hope to meet in fairer climes at laft; 
Where no rude tempeft th:kes the vernal air, 
Nor painor forrow fhade the brow of care; 
But parents, kindred, friends, enjoy their reft, 
In balmy groves, and iflands of the bleft! 


Taviflock, May, 1803. WILLIAM EVANS, 


—_ 








SOCIAL BLISS. 
Te focial blifs enlivens like the fun, 


Enjoy’d by all, and yet engrofs’d by none; 
She rt enraptur’d from her heavenly throne, 





And makes the pleafures of a world her own. 

She, flrong as nature, a@tive as the wind, ? 
On millions {miles, impartial, unconfin’d, , 
And with one buundlefs love embraces all mankind. 5 


ODE 
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ODE for kis MAJESTY’s BIRTH-DAY, 1803. 
By H. J. Pye, Efy. Poet-Laureat. 
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RITAIN, alash has woo’d in vain 
Reluétant peace, thy placid charms; 
Compell’d, the treads once more th’ enfanguin’d plain, 
Where fame, where freedom, call aloud for arms. 
Yet be awhile the battle’s found 
In notes of feftive triumph drown’d: 
Whether the fiends of difcord fly 
Portentous thro’ the fiery fky, 
Or, bound in fate’s coercive chain, 
Howl ’mid th’ infernal feats in vain, 
On this aufpicious day the mufe, 
Jocund, with grateful voice, her wonted theme purfues, 


Amid the boaft of tyrant pride, 
The pomp of ftate, the arm’d array, 
Can all! the thouts of flavery hide 
That flaves unwilling homage pay ? 
No force can fhield ambition’s head 
From noon-tide care, from midnight dread, Mei 
When the ftill monitor within 
Searches the abode of blood and fin; 
While he who rules with virtuous {way, 
Whom freemen glory to obey, 
Sees every breaft the bulwark of a throne, 


His people’s fureft guard, its facred rights their own, 5 
Then let the mufe, with duteous hand, 

Strike the bold lyre’s refponfive flrings, of ti 

While every tongue thro’ Albion’s la and 


Joins in the hymn of praife the fings ; 








And labour, from the furrow’d plain, ever 
And commerce, from the billowy main, whic 
With voice fymphonious bid arife datic 
That pureft incenfe to the fkies, mt 
Above the proudeft wreath of fame, wien 
Which ever grac’d the vi€tor’s name, St. J 
A nation’s votive breath by truth confign’d in wl 
To blefs a patriot king—the friend of human kind! in tt 
. eC Ame 
LINES on BATHING ia the SEA. Colu 
ET me wind my way, # , 
Tow’rd the ftilllip of ocean. Seated there, ree 
Soon let me cafl habiliment afide, whic! 
And to the cool wave give me. Tranfport fweet! on it 
Pleafure thrice delicate! Oh! let me plunge tled 
Deep in the lucid element my head, ‘d, 
Avnd rifing fportful on its furface play. Th 
Oh joy to quit the fervid gleam of earth, where 
Leave a faint atmofphere, and foon recruit th 
Exhaufled energy, fufpended thus * 
Upon the bofom of a cooler world ! fituat 
Oh recreation exquifite to feel Satan 
The wholetome waters trickle from the head, fo 
Oft as its faturated locks emerge! a 
To feel them lick the hand, and lave the foot! Anti! 
And when the playful and luxurious limb comp 
Js fatiated with paftime, and the man Bianc 


Rifes refrefhed from the voluptvous flood, “ 
How rich the pleafure to let zephyr chill, , Vo 
And fteal the dew-drops ‘rom his panting fide s? 





